PARISH  LIFE  INFORMATION
Sacrament of Baptism:  Celebrated at 1:00 pm on Sundays and also during the 11:30 am Mass on the third Sunday of the month.  Arrangements must be made in advance at the Rectory.  If parents have not attended a Baptism class at St. Margaret, they must attend our Baptism Preparation Seminar (Pre Jordan), 7:45 PM, the last Monday of the month. Pre-registration is required and godparents are encouraged to attend. One godparent must be Catholic. They must be at least 16 years of age, registered in the parish where they live, fully initiated, and practicing their faith; they must obtain a letter of eligibility from their own parish. One baptized non-catholic (never baptized Catholic) Christian who is practicing their faith may also be admitted as a Christian Witness. Two godparents of the same gender is not permitted.

Sacrament of Matrimony:   Couples planning marriage should contact the parish  priests at their earliest convenience, but no less than six months prior to the intended date.  Participating in a Marriage Preparation Program is required. 

Marriage Preparation (Pre-Cana):  Registered parishioners who wish to marry at St. Margaret should contact a parish priest during office hours before making any other arrangements. The Sacrament of Marriage is celebrated after a period of preparation of not less than six months. 

Engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage can now register for programs offered by the Family Life Office online by visiting the website at http://archphila.org/evangelization/famlife/marriage, choose a date and location for marriage preparation (either a 4-session program or weekend retreat), and register online using a credit card. Questions about marriage prep?? Contact the Family Life Office at 215-587-5639, or famlife@adphila.org
Sacrament of Reconciliation::   Anytime by appointment
Saturday -- 4:00 to 4:45 pm / Monday thru Saturday -- Before 8:00 am Mass.       Sunday-Before 7:30 am Mass

Anointing of Sick:  With serious illness, please contact one of the priests at the Rectory.

Communion Calls:  By the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion on Sunday and by the Pastor or Director of Parish Services at some other time during the month.  Parishioners unable to attend Mass regularly because of illness should call the Rectory to make arrangements for Communion at home.

Hospital Visitation:  Our Pastor and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion participate in the regional ministries program at Lankenau Hospital. Father Chapman is at Lankenau every Thursday afternoon, the first Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of every month, and the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion visit Lankenau the first Sunday of every month.  As time permits visits will be made to our parishioners in other hospitals.  If any member of your family is hospitalized please notify the rectory so that a visit can be arranged.

Parish Registration:  We welcome new members to our Parish Family.  Please make an appointment to register at the Rectory.  Please notify the Rectory if you are moving from the Parish, or if you have changed your address or telephone number.

Requests for Eligibility Certificates: The role of a sponsor is primarily a spiritual role to model a Christian life for the child. Therefore, a sponsor must be a registered, participating member of St. Margaret Parish, a practicing Catholic in good standing (not living in violation of the church laws), at least 16 years of age and have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist). Please call the rectory for an appointment.
Liturgy Committee:    This Committee is dedicated to the continual liturgical growth and prayer filled worship of our parish.  The Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the pastor and meets monthly. Members include representatives of the various liturgical ministries, including art and environment, ushers, music ministries, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, and others who are interested in learning more about liturgical practice, improving the worship of our parish community and preparing particular liturgies throughout the year.   New members are welcome. Contact Sister Anne Marie 610-664-3770, ext. 16.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):   Every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month, within the 10:00 am Mass, all children in grades 1, 2, and 3 are invited to celebrate a special Liturgy of the Word for Children.  The priest/presider sends the children with adult volunteers to the Antioch Annex  to share the Word of God in a language and style that engages the children.  During the collection time, the children return to the church to share in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  The invitation to participate includes all children in grades 1, 2, and 3 who attend the 10:00 am Mass.  Children need not attend every week in order to participate; no registration is required, no roll is taken.  Adult leaders are needed; and commitment is for once every 4 to 6 weeks.  Any adult who would like to work in this worship service is asked to Religious Education Office 610-664-5715.

Pre-School Sunday School:   A program for four and five year old children on Sundays during the 10:00 am Mass held in the school cafeteria. Adult volunteers are needed and materials are provided. For information call Religious Education Office 610-664-5715.

Environment Committee:  Environment is essential for the full implementation and appreciation of the Church’s liturgy and liturgical seasons.  To decorate the church appropriately requires planning, imagination and some knowledge of liturgy.  Anyone who feels called to assist in the cleaning/decorating ministry and is willing to learn about liturgical art and environment and share artistic talents to help create an atmosphere of prayer for worship is invited to join. Contact Sister Anne Marie at 610-664-3770, ext. 16.
Usher:  Assist at Mass by greeting people, helping at the elevator, seating people and offering directions, taking up collection, distributing bulletins after Mass,  and other tasks.  To sign up, please contact an usher or priest at any Mass.
Readers of the Word:  Readers serve Saint Margaret parish by proclaiming the readings and petitions at Mass. They receive individual training upon joining the group.  Workbooks supplement the initial training sessions by providing reflection on the readings and suggestions for effective presentation. Anyone may volunteer to become a Reader; we particularly need young adults and teens. Each reader serves once or twice each month and may specify which day/time(s) serve his/her needs. Contact Sister Anne Marie at 610-664-3770, ext. 16.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  Assist the priests by distributing Holy Communion at weekend and daily liturgies.  Some Extraordinary Ministers bring Communion to the homebound once a month.  Training is provided and services are needed once or twice a month. Extraordinary Ministers bring Communion to Catholic patients at Lankenau hospital the first Sunday of each month.  To prepare for this ministry, training is offered by ther Archdiocese and the parish. Contact Father Chapman if you are interested in this ministry.
Music Ministry:  Our Music Ministry serves to assist and encourage our worshipping community to express and share their faith and grow in their knowledge and love of the Lord.  There are several specific ways in which parishioners can participate in this ministry.  Contact the rectory for information.

Parish Choir – Choir season runs from September through June with practices on Thursday evenings at 7:15 pm and before the choir Mass on the weekend.  Ability to read musical notation is not required.


Cantors -a training program has been established for those who feel called to serve in this ministry.  Cantors meet once a month.  Familiarity with musical notation, or a willingness to learn, is desirable.  Membership in the choir is not required.


Instrumentalists - Parishioners who play either classical or contemporary instruments are welcome to provide additional accompaniment to our sung prayer or to our instrumental music.  Year round participation is not required.  Those who wish to participate seasonally (e.g. Christmas or Easter ) are welcome.

Children’s Choir – Sings at a weekend Mass monthly and for special ocassions. 
Rite of Christian Adults (RCIA): The process whereby baptized or unbaptized adults who consciously and freely seek full participating membership in the Roman Catholic Church are received into our faith community.  The rites not only include the celebration of the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, but also all the rites belonging to the catechumenate, or the period of formation and preparation.  The initiation of adults is a gradual process meant to include the parish community.  Adult Catholics who want to grow in their knowledge of the faith are also welcome. Contact Father Chapman or Sister Anne Marie at 610-664-3770, Ext 16.

Children’s Catechumenate:   Saint Margaret Parish provides for the sacramental preparation for children of catechetical age who have not celebrated the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation. The Children’s Catechumenate meets on Monday evening; parents are expected to accompany their children once a month.  For further information, please contact Religious Education Office 610-664-5715.

Elementary Religious Education (Grades 1 to 7 ):  We provide for the religious education of young parishioners who attend public and private schools.  Classes are held on Sunday morning, 8:40 to 9:50 am in the school building from mid-September to the weekend before Memorial Day.  This program is staffed by parishioners whose gift and calling is to share with our children.  Anyone who is so called is urged to volunteer.  Parents serve as substitutes, hall monitors, home room parents and in other support roles. In the classroom, the children work with the series Walking in Faith and in their assembly program, they have opportunities for praying together and participating in service work. Contact Religious Education Office 610-664-5715, for information and registration materials.

Saint Margaret School:  A Middle States accredited school providing Catholic elementary education for parish children as well as children from neighboring Parishes.  The school is led by principal, Sister Corinne Ritchie, RSM and offers a faculty that is dedicated and caring while at the same time thoroughly professional.  There is a computer lab, a vocal and instrumental music program, an active Home and School Association and an elected School Board.  Please call 610-664-2640 for information about registration and tuition. New web site:  www.saint-margaret.org.
CYO Athletic Program

Our Athletic program includes the following opportunities for all children of our parish:  Football, Field Hockey, Cross Country, Basketball (Intramurals, High School), Baseball, Track & Field, LaCross & Cheerleading.  The requirement for registration in any of these sports is parish membership or enrollment in either Saint Margaret School or Religious Education program.  For further information about teams and registration please refer to the school website, www.saint-margaret.org.
Home and School Association:  Includes all families whose children attend the parish school.  The executive board meets monthly inviting all school parents.  Responsibilities include fund raising and planning educational and social activities for parents and students.

Parish Pastoral Council:  A group of 12 parish members who are elected by the parishioners and appointed by the pastor; they serve as advisors to him on matters related to parish pastoral planning.  Each year, Father Chapman calls for nominations and expressions of interest.  The Council usually meets 10 times yearly.

Finance Council:  Responsible for the stewardship of the resources of the parish.  Contact Father Chapman if you are interested in serving on this council.
Buildings & Grounds: Assumes responsibility for overseeing and maintaining all of the parish physical facilities and surrounding grounds. If you have expertise to share, please Contact, Jane Bortner 610-664-3770, Ext 17.
Prayer Group The Living Vineyard Prayer Group meets every Wednesday morning at 10:00am in the Antioch Annex.  

Prayer Circle: Do you have an immediate prayer need or can you offer the Gift of Prayer?  Tap into our electronic Prayer Circle and receive an outpouring of heartfelt prayer by members of St. Margaret Parish and others.  E-mail your prayer requests or if you want to join the Prayer Circle at cbuhn@yahoo.com.

Rosary: Recited each Saturday morning after 7AM Angelus in church.
Breaking Open Sunday Scripture:  In preparation for a fuller participation in the Sunday liturgy, an informal discussion on the Sunday scripture readings is held each Saturday, after 8 AM Mass until about 10 AM in the Antioch Annex.  No pre-registration is necessary. Coffee is served.  Stay for the entire session or just as long as you are able.
Bible Study:  Bible Study sessions are held by the laity of St. Margaret each week on Tuesday mornings. A structured program is offered involving home preparation, discussion and tapes.  All are welcome and you can join at any time.  For more information call Marilyn Matarazzo  610-664-7697.

POPs is a group of parents and parishioners who meet weekly to pray for the needs of all of our children. Small children and home-schooled children are welcome. If you can’t make it to the meeting you may drop off your prayer intentions in the POPs box at SMS office or write your intentions in the book in the St. Teresa Shrine in church. Please join us each Friday, 8:30am-9:30am in the school cafeteria.
Helping Other People in Emergencies:  is a group of parish volunteers of all ages reaching out to people.  This help includes visiting the homebound, providing transportation to hospitals and doctors, shopping and making casseroles.  Volunteers are used on a rotating basis for one or two hours a month.  New  members are always needed.  For information on being a volunteer call Bob Ritzco, 610-664-5316. If you need HOPE services, check the Sunday bulletin for the weekly captain.
Fifty Plus Club:   Meets on the First Wednesday of each month at 12:30 pm in the Antioch Annex September to June.  Lunch is served at this meeting.  Special programs include speakers on a variety of subjects.  Day trips to points of interest are planned.  For more information call Fran Gebhart, 610-664-6729.
Saint John’s Hospice Casserole:   Consists of a group of volunteers who provide casseroles monthly for St. John Hospice.  A coordinator provides the recipes and a container which are also available in the vestibule of church.  The casseroles are due at the school parking lot on the second Wednesday of the month before 10:30 AM.  For more information call the rectory, 610-664-3770, ext 10.
Manna Food Collection Program:  Collects non-perishable foods on the second weekend of each month, for the Archdiocesan Community Food Distribution Centers.  This program provides food for 120,000 people each year at forty Food Cupboards throughout the Philadelphia area.  Food is accepted and packed after each Mass on the second weekend of each month.  Assistance in packing the food and bringing food over from the Church is always needed.  For more information, call Hank and Virginia Hockheimer, 610-664-8997  

Peace and Justice Committee:   Provides information and programs to the parish on topics of social concern as well as participating in Fair Trade sale s of coffee and chocolate.  For more information call Marge Vance, 610-668-2089 or Bette Ann Binstead, 610-664-6989.

Respect Life:  
Supports pro-life efforts and activities in our community including prayer, education, and action when possible.  Parish Representative of the Pro-Life Union of PA – Janis Mazzone, 610-617-9402
Blood Donation Drive:   Twice a year ( July and December ), parishioners of St. Margaret are called on to donate blood.  Besides donors, volunteers are needed to make five phone calls from a list, help serve a meal to the Red Cross folks, play with children of donors for an hour and staple posters on telephone polls. 

Parish Library:  Located in the Antioch Annex. Books, videos, DVDs and tapes are available each weekday morning, plus Sunday morning.

The Sunday Bulletin provides up to date information on the various activities of the parish. You can also call the rectory at 610-664-3770, ext 10 or access our web site, www.saintmarg.org
You are encouraged to become involved in the life of your parish!
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